
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Harvard Community Services Center 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Jazz for Harvard: Healing Arts (JFHHA) 

Your Project Summary: JFHHA summer events consists of live bands of diverse genres, art therapy classes, 

ethnic dancing, fitness hula hooping classes, and vendors. The project strengthens and empowers local 

jazz groups, ethnic dance groups, and artists via exposure and marketing; and promotes community 

engagement & economic development. Place-making is addressed via JFHHA because three underused 

community assets will be the venue location for each monthly event. The monthly scheduling is on a week 

day from 6pm-9pm. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Public benefit is confirmed through the visuals provided in the support materials.    The 

application states that implemented will be up to 3 events, this suggests the possibility of less than three 

taking place.  This should be clarified, what could happen that would result in less than three events taking 

place.  The movement piece is important as it's demonstrates the connection between the arts and health.  

I also appreciate the response to how the funds will be used and the budget explanation.  

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This proposal meets the criteria for funding from CAC. This is a very straight forward, complete 

and thoroughly put together proposal for summer events that include free performances, art therapy 

classes, ethnic dancing, fitness hula hooping classes, and vendors. It is interesting that the events are 

moved around in three distinct venues surrounding Harvard Avenue, which facilitates deeper penetration 

in the community. With a target audience of 5,000, this project presented great public value. Although 

the budget narrative is feasible and well detailed, it is important to point out that the total expenses are 

greater than the proposed income by $615. I believe this to be an oversight or slight mistake, and it is not 

significant enough to impact the project's feasibility. Therefore, the proposal meets funding criteria. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application meets the criteria for CAC funding. The proposed concert series and 

supporting activities reflect public benefit attuned to the community in terms of genre, theme and social 

services. The capacity for staging evidences efficient, effective utilization of CAC funds brought to life with 

the guidance of a qualified, community-based leadership team. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. I like that you've used jazz and other music forms 

as a way of bringing healing to the community in the wake of crime that you've identified is an issue. The 

incorporation of the natural setting as part of the artistic component of the proposal is a creative addition. 

This is a newer project for the organization, but the demonstration from August 2016 of attendance after 

some inclement weather shows that the community is interested, and that the organization has the ability 

to put on three events. This series of free events, that will be easily accessible by the community, and held 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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during evenings throughout the summer, creates a public benefit of engaging residents around the shared 

goal of addressing violence in the community and developing relationships with both law enforcement 

and other groups. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The applicant somewhat meets the funding criteria. The project engages qualified cultural 

professionals of diverse disciplines and contributes to the community's cultural vibrancy, public safety, 

and community pride by energizing underused spaces. All of the project goals are quantifiable and do not 

require surveys as given in the progress measures. The measures section also lists more of a timeline, so 

clarity and consideration is needed. There is a clear community and demonstration of how the applicant 

will work with them. However, because of the lack of clarity of the goals and progress measures, the 

applicant only somewhat meets what meets the funding criteria. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


